
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of the Sioux Falls City-Wide Aquatic Facilities Master Plan is to review the existing 
aquatic facilities via pool audits, review the change in area demographics, and meet with the 
community for input in order to develop an implementation plan that includes recommendations 
on the types, sizes, and locations of the aquatic facilities within Sioux Falls for the next 10 years. 
 
Existing Facility Review 
 
The City of Sioux Falls’ existing outdoor aquatic facilities include: 
 
Family Aquatic Centers 
• Drake Springs Family Aquatic Center 
• Laurel Oak Family Aquatic Center 
• Terrace Park Family Aquatic Center 
Traditional Pools (All have wading pools connected) 
• Frank Olson Pool 
• Kuehn Park Pool 
• Spellerberg Park Pool 
Wading Pools/Spray Parks  
• McKennan Park Wading Pool 
• Pioneer Spray Park 
 
Existing Facility Summary of Findings 
 

• Traditional Pools have reached the end of their useful life and need to be replaced in the 
next several years 
• Functionally and physically obsolete 
• Traditional pools not as well attended as modern FAC’s (family aquatic centers) 

• Need for indoor water 
• Need opportunities for year-round programming 

• Children 
• Seniors/Veterans 
• Lesson programming 

• Other indoor providers at capacity 
• Limited opportunity for most residents 

• Overlapping service areas 
• Spellerberg and Frank Olson areas are served by other existing outdoor pools 

• Gaps in growth areas 
• Need additional capacity in Southwest region 

  



 
Recommended Plan 
 
In determining an Aquatic Master Plan, the city looked at the needs of the local aquatics groups, 
neighborhoods, and other service providers. Moreover, factors such as accessibility, 
affordability, and sustainability were taken into consideration. 

• Add Centralized indoor facility (Large Indoor) 

• Add outdoor pool to Southwest (Medium FAC) 

• Add sprayground to East (Sprayground) 

• Maintain operation of all other facilities 
 



 Aquatic Master Plan Snapshot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Site Analysis 
 
The following sites were reviewed to determine if they met the requirements for the different 
toolbox components included in the recommended aquatic system. 

Sherman Park (Central) 
• Limited space 
• Requires elimination of existing park facilities 

Longfellow Elementary (Central) 
• Limited space 

Nelson Park / Former Drake Springs (Central) 
• Ground water issues / unstable soils 

Spellerberg Park (Central) 
• No known issues 

Sanford Sports Complex (North) 
• No known issues 

School for the Deaf (East) 
• Not city owned 

Frank Olson (East) 
• No known issues 

Ice and Rec Center (South) 
• Limited Space 

Kuehn (Southwest) 
• No known issues 

Vacant Land (Southwest) 
• Not city owned / limited availability 

  

• Total Cost: $27,563,000 
• Includes: 

o 4 outdoor FAC 
o 1 large indoor 
o 3 spraygrounds / wading pools 

• Pros: 
o Sustainable system for long term 

operation 
o Meets the needs of all users 
o Offers 50-meter competition 

• Cons: 
o Further drive time for some 

residents 



 
Implementation / Phasing 

 
Phase 1 – within 2-3 years ($18,500,000) 

• Replace existing Spellerberg pool with large indoor 
o This was determined as a top priority due to the current condition of 

Spellerberg pool.  By moving forward with a new indoor facility, the 
immediate need for year-round programming can be met while maintaining 
an aquatic presence at this park site.  The year-round programing could also 
include warm water therapy opportunities to be offered in conjunction with 
the VA hospital, thus further enhancing the wellness opportunities available 
to the veterans. There is also significant concern about the impact traffic 
could have on the neighborhood.  Due to this, replacement of Spellerberg 
pool with a new outdoor FAC is not recommended since the area cannot 
handle the traffic/parking increase that a new outdoor pool would create.  
This site is also centrally located to serve the entire community.   

 
Phase 2 – within 3-5 years ($630,000) 

• Replace existing Frank Olson pool with outdoor sprayground 
o Frank Olson will need to be shut down in the not-too-distant future.  While 

this area falls within the service areas of the other FAC’s, it is important to 
maintain an aquatic presence at the park site that the addition of the 
sprayground would offer. 

 
Phase 3 – within 7-10 years ($8,500,000)  

• Replace existing Kuehn pool with medium FAC 
o Similar to the previous sites, maintaining an aquatic presence at Kuehn is 

important.  With the growth of families with young children and with no 
other facility servicing this area, the medium FAC will increase the capacity 
to accommodate the increasing population. 
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